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PART  I :  PART S OF SPEECH  

 

CHAPTER 1 :  Islands,  Oceans,  and Walls   Nouns and Pronouns  

What Is  a  Noun? What I s  a  Pronoun?  

1-1  Countable  Nouns  

1-2  S ingular  Countable  Nouns  

1-3  Plural  Countable  Nouns  

1-3a       Regular  Plura l  Nouns  

1-3b       I rregular  Plural  Nouns  

1-4  Noncount Nouns  

1-4a       Subject -Verb Agreement with Noncount Nouns  

1-5  Noun Phrases  

1-6  How to Quant ify a  Noun   

1-6a       How to Q uant ify a  Countable  Noun  

1-6b       How to Q uant ify a  Noncountable  Noun  

1-6c       How to Count a  Noncountable  Noun  

1-6d      How to Intensi fy a  Noun Phrase:  some  and such  

1 -7  How to Us e a Noun to  Modi fy Another Noun  

1-8  Characteris t ics  of  Pronouns  

1-8a       Subject  Pronouns  

1-8b       Object  Pronouns  

1-8c       Reflexive Pronouns  

1-8b       Possess ive Pronouns  

1-8e       Demonstrat ive Pronouns  

1-9  Pronoun/Noun Agreement  

1-10  Pronouns and I mproper Use of  Double  Negatives  

1-11  Noun Clauses  

1-11a  Noun Clauses  and S ubjec t -Verb  Agreement  

 
CHAPTER 2 :  The Wall  Articles    

What Is  an Arti c le?  

2-1  Art i c les  and Countable  Nouns  

2-1a  The S ingular  Countable  Noun:  a  and an  

2 -1b  S ingular  Countable  Nouns:  the  

2 -2  Art i c les  and Plural  Countable  Nouns  

2-2a       No Artic le  

2-2b       the  

2 -3  Art i c les  and Noncountable  Nouns  

2-3a       No Artic le  

2-3b       the  vs .  no art ic le  

2-4  Names o f -  

2-4a       Languages  

2-4b       Countries  and Geopol i t ical  Ent i t ies  

2-4c       National i t ies  and Ethnic  Groups  

 
Chapter  3:  I  Will  Build the Wall   Verbs and Modals    

What Is  a  Verb?  

Verb Vocabulary  

3-1  Subject -Verb Agreement  

3-1a       Who  and Indefinite  Pronouns  

3-1b       Subject -Verb Agreement and Preposi t ional  Phrases  

3-2  Action Verbs  vs .  be  Verbs  

3-3  Auxil iaries  (Helping Verbs)  

3-4  S imple Pres ent  Tense  

3-4a       S imple Present  Tens e –  Pos i t ive  

3-4b       S imple Present  Tens e –  Negative  

3-4c       Contrac t ions  

3-5  S imple Pas t  Tense  

3-5a       Regular  Action Verbs  
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3-5b       I rregular  Action Verbs  

3-5c       be  Verb  

3-6  Progress ive (Cont inuous) Tens es :  Past ,  Present ,  Future  

3-7  Present  Progress ive (Continuous) Tense  

3-8  S imple Pres ent  vs .  Present  Progress ive  Tense  

3-9  Past  Progress ive (Cont inuous) Tense  

3-10  Non -progressive Verbs  

3-11  The Per fec t  Tenses  

3-11a       Present  Perfect  Tense  

3-11b       Past  Per fect  Tense  

3-11c       Present  Perfect  Continuous Tense  

3-12  Future Time Reference  

3-13  Commands  (I mperat ives )  

3-14  Our Big and Beauti ful  Chart  o f  Verb Forms and Their  Uses  

I n troduct ion to  Modals  

What is  a  Modal?  

3-15 The Uses and Forms of Modals 

3-16 Would 

3-17 Troublesome and Frequently Misused Verbs  go t/have ;  fe l l / fe l t ;  go ing to /“gonna” ;  say/  te l l  

3-18 say  vs .  te l l   

3 -19  Double  Negat ives  Rev is i ted  

 
Chapter  4 :  I  Will  Build a Great,  Great Wall  on Our  Southern B order   Adjectives and Adverbs    

What Is  an Adjec t iv e?  

4-1  Adject ives  in  Noun Phras es  

4-2  Descriptive Adject ives  

4-3  When a Noun Funct ions  as  an Adject ive  

4-4  Possess ive Adject ives  

4-5  Demonstrat ive Adject ives  

4-6  Comparative and Superlat ive Forms o f Adjec t ives  

4-6a       One Syl lab le  Adjec t ives  

4-6b       Mult i -s yl lable  Adject ives  that  End in ~y  

4-6c       Mult i -s yl lable  Adject ives  that  Do Not End in ~y  

4-7  Word Order:  Using T wo or  Mor e Comparatives  or  Superlat ives  

4-8  Adject ive (Rela t ive ) Claus es  

What Is  an Adverb?  

4-9  Adverbs  as  Intensif iers  and Limiters  

4-10  How to Form an Adverb That  Has an Adjec t ive as  i ts  Root  

4-11  Comparative and Superlat ive Forms o f Adverbs  

 
Chapter  5 :  Michael  is  My Attorney   Possessives    

What Is  a  Possess ive?  

5-1  Possess ive Nouns  

5-2  How to Form a Possess ive Noun  

5-3  Possess ive Pronouns  

5-4  Possess ive Adject ives  

5-5  Commonly Confused  

5-5a  Plurals  and Possess ives  

5-5b  Contract ions  and Possess ives :  you’re ,  your ,  he ’s ,  h is ,  i t ’s ,  i ts ,  the y’re ,  the ir ,  there ,  who ’s ,  whose  

 
Chapter  6 :  “Lock Her Up” Is  Right!   Prepositions  

What Is  a  Preposit ion?  

6-1  Adject ives  and Preposi t ions  

6-2  Transit ive Verbs  and Preposit ions  

6-2a  Transit ive Verbs  That  Do Not T ake a Preposit ion  

6-2b  Transit ive Verbs  That  Take a Preposit ion  

6-3  Two -word Verbs  and Preposit i ons  

6-3a  Separable  T wo -word Verbs  

6-3b  Nonseparable  Two -word Verbs  

6-4  Commonly Confused  

6-4a       be l ieve  in,  be l ie ve  ( tha t )  

6-4b       think  about,  th ink  ( tha t)  
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6-5  Modals  and Preposit ions  
 

Chapter  7   He Wrote Me Beautiful  Letters .  We (fell  or  felt?)  in Love:  Frequently  Confused 

7-1 t i m e ,  t i m e s ,  s o m e  t i m e ,  s o m e t i m e s  

7-2 r e a l ,  r e a l l y ,  v e r y  

7-3 o t h e r ,  o t h e r s ,  a n o t h e r  

7-4 u s e ,  ( t o  b e )  u s e d  t o  

 

 

PART TWO: Putting It All Together 

 

Chapter  8:  I’m President and They’re Not  Sentence Structure    

What Is  Sentence St ructure ?  

8-1  Bas ics  of  Sentence St ructure —  Part  1  

8-2   The Subjec t  Posit ion  

8-2a       Faulty Double  Subjects  

8-3   The Verb Posi t ion  

8-4  There  is ,  there  are  

8 -5   Commonly Confused:  there  are ,  they are   

8 -6  Coordinating Conjunctions :  Joining I deas  with and  and or  

8-7  Paral le l  S t ruc ture  

8-8  The Three Basic  Sentence Structures  

8-8a       The S imple Sentence  

8-8b       The Compound Sentence  

8-8c       The Complex Sentence  

8-9  Subordinate  Clauses  and Word Order  

8-9a       The Posit ion o f Subordinate  Clauses  with in a Sentence  

8-9b       Common Problems with th e Coordinating Conjunction but  

8 -9c       Using but  and al though  in  the Same Sentence  

8-10  Run -on Sentences  

8-11  Proport ional  Sta tements :  the  more  ~ ,  the  less  ~  

8 - 1 2  W o r d  O r d e r  a n d  A d v e r b s  

8 - 1 2 a       A d v e r b s  o f  T i m e  a n d  P l a c e   
8 - 1 2 b       A d v e r b s  o f  F r e q u e n c y  

8-13  Adding Emphasis  

8-13a       Using a Negat ive Adverb  (ne ver ,  rare ly ,  e tc . )  to  Begin a Sentence  

8-13b       Using Auxi l iaries  to  Add Emphasis  

 
Chapter  9:   “Who’s  Going to Pay for It?”  (Answer:  “Mexico!” )   Questions 

What Is  a  Q uest ion?  

9-1  The Sentence Struc ture of  a  Q uest ion  

9-2  Yes/No  Q uest ions  

9 -2a       The be  Verb Is  S imple Present  or  S imple Past  

9-2b       The be  Verb in  All  Other Tenses  and Act ion Verbs  

9-3  The Sentence Struc ture of  a  an I nformation Q uestion  

9-3a       When the Main Verb Is  a  be  Verb in  S imple Present  or  S imple Past  Tens e  

9-3b       When the Main Verb Is  a  be  Verb in  a  Progress ive,  Future or  Perfect  Tens e;  An Action Verb;  a  Modal  

9-4  Negat ive Questions  

9-5  Quest ion That  Begin wi th Who  

9 -5a       When the Answer Is  the Subj ect  of  the Verb  

9-5b       When the Answer Is  the O bj ect  of  the Verb or  Prepos it ion  

 
Chapter  10:  I  Just Start Kissing Them!  Gerunds and Infinitive Phrases  

What Is  a  Gerund?  

What Is  an I n f in i t ive Phras e?  

10 -1  Posit ion of Gerunds and In fini t ive Phrases  in  a  Sentence  

10 -2  Gerunds as  Obj ect  o f  the Prepos it ion:  [O bjec t  of  the Preposit ion] +  Gerund  

10 -3  Gerunds  and In fini t ives  as  Object  of  the Verb  

10 -3a       Verb + Either  Inf init ive or  Gerund 

10 -3c       Verb + Inf init ive Phrase or  Gerund 
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10-3d      Verb + [Noun or  Pronoun] +I nfin it ive  

10 -3e       Causat ive Verbs :  make ,  have ,  le t  

10 -3 f       Verbs  of  Perception  

10 -4  Adject ive +  In finit ive  

10 -5  Quest ion Word + In finit ive  

10 -6  Statements  o f  Purpose)  

10 -7  Reason/Intention  

10 -8  Statements  Indicat ing How or By What Means  

10 -9  Special  Expressions  Requiring the ~ ing  Form 

10-10  Turning a Subordinate  Clause into  a  Gerund  

 
Chapter  11: Rigged   Passive and Active Voice 

What Is  Passive Voice?  

11 -1  When Passive Voice  Can Be Used  

11-2  How to Form Pass ive Voice  

11 -3  Our Amazing Char t  of  Passive Voice  for  Each Verb Tense  

11 -4  Adject ives  Der ived f rom Passive Voice  
1 1 - 5  S o  Y o u  W a n t  t o  B e  E v a s i v e ?  

 
Chapter  12  I  Would Rarely Leave the White House  Conditional  Sentences 

What Is  a  Condit iona l  S entence?  

12 -1  A Closer  Look a t  the Three T ypes  o f  Condi t ional  Sentences  

12 -2  1st  Condit ional  

12 -3  2nd Condi t ional  

1 2 - 3 a       A c t i o n  V e r b s  

1 2 - 3 b       b e  V e r b s  

1 2 - 4  3 r d  C o n d i t i o n a l  

 
Chapter  13 He Said He Didn’t  M eddle  Indirect Speech and Thought  

What Is  Indi rec t  S peech and T hought?  

13 -1  Components  of  Indi rect  Speech and Thought  

13 -1a       Change of Punctuation  

13 -1b       Change of Pronouns  and Demonstrat ive Adject ives  

13 -1c       Change of Verb Tenses  

13 -2  Sequence o f  Tenses  (back -sh i f t )  

13 -3  Sentence St ructure o f  Indirect  S peech  

13-4  Our Very Beaut i ful  Verb Tense Chart  fo r  Sequence of  Tenses  in  Noun Clauses  

13 -5  say vs.  te l l  
 
 
Chapter  14:  A  Total  Witch Hunt!! !   Punctuation and Capitalization 

What Is  Punc tuat ion ? What Is  Capi tal izat ion ?  

Punctuat ion and I ts  Connect ion to  S entence  S tructure  

14 -1  Commas with a Lis t  of  O bjects   

14 -2  Commas When Using a Coordinating Conjunc tion to  Combine Sentences  

14 -3  Punctuating the Complex Sentence   

14 -4  Fragments :  Introduction  

14 -4a       Fragments  and Compound S entence s :  Fragments  Beginning with and ,  but  

14 -4b       Fragments  and Subordinating Conj u nct ions :  Fragments  Beginning wit h when,  because ,  be fore ,  a f ter ,  a l though  

14-4c  Fragments  in  Convers at ional  vs .  Writ ten English  

14 -5  Run -ons  

14 -5a       however  

14 -6  Common Errors  in  the Us e of  Commas  

14-7  Commas and Noun Clauses  

14 -8  Punctuating a Sentence That  Contains  an Adjec t ive Clause  

14 -9  Capita l izat ion  

14 -9a       Proper Nouns  

14 -9b       Quoted Speech  

14-9c       Indirect  Speech  

14-9d      Names o f Books,  Short  Stories ,  etc  
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